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1. Background of the Conference

Buddhism has been an important factor in the development of the
traditions and cultures of the people of South-East Asia. It is now
beginning to flourish in North America, Europe and elsewhere; this
is partly thanks to an attraction towards Theravada Buddhism, es-
pecially towards the practice of meditation, the ascetic ideal of the
Thai tudong (forest) monks, and so forth; and also, thanks to the
active patronage of Buddhism on the part of the South-East Asian
community outside of Asia.

Despite this, the academic study of South-East Asian Buddhism
has been to a good extent neglected by most scholars, local and
international, even up to recent times. It is common to find aca-
demic publications on Buddhism containing just a few pages about
the South-East Asian Buddhist traditions, and providing little new
information. This means that our understanding of the historical
and socio-cultural development of the region remains incomplete.

Furthermore, South-East Asia has a rich and diverse collection of
Pali texts, yet to be studied or even edited. A large number of palm-
leaf manuscripts have been found in many parts of the region, par-
ticularly in Thailand, Myanmar, and Laos. The manuscripts (whether
complete or in fragments) represent different genres: they include
Pali Canonical texts, commentaries, literary forms called Nissaya
in Myanmar or Yojana in Thailand, and apocryphal or local jatakas
from Thailand and Laos. We also find extensive biographies of the
Buddha, such as the Sambharavipaka, which represent a unique
genre in themselves.

It is really unfortunate that, so far, few of these Pali manuscripts
have been critically edited and properly translated. In fact, this large
corpus of manuscripts can make exuberant, and distinctive contri-
butions to the world of Buddhist studies at large; yet, most schol-
ars in the field of Buddhist studies pay them little or no attention.
On our part, we believe that combining a thorough study of these
manuscripts together with the findings of archaeology, history, epig-
raphy, paleography, and art history, may offer a more comprehen-
sive and sensible picture of the rich culture of this region.

The conference will bring some of the best scholars in the field to
present papers, and share their knowledge with interested partici-
pants. Scholars who attend the conference will also have a good
chance to discuss ideas, and keep up-to-date on the most recent
research in the field of South-East Asian Buddhism.

2. Date and Venue

The conference will be organized on 29 August 2011 at S.D.
Avenue Hotel, Bangplad, Bangkok.

3. Guest Speakers:
The confirmed guest speakers are:

Mrs Jacqueline Filliozat, Honorary Lecturer and Research
Scholar, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient, France

Dr. Peter Skilling, Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient, Thailand

Dr. Prapod Assavavirulhakarn, Chulalongkorn University

Dr. Kate Crosby, Director of the Centre of Buddhist Studies,
the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London (SOAS), United Kingdom

Dr. Justin McDaniel, Pennsylvania University, USA

Dr. Claudio Cicuzza, Webster University, Thailand

4. The Organisers of the Conference

The International PhD Programme in Buddhist Studies, Depart-
ment of Humanities, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Mahidol University, Salaya Campus, Nakhon Pathom,
Tel : 02-4419326, Fax : 02-4419326

5. Participants

Some 200 participants (lecturers, students, guests, general public,
who are interested in Buddhism in South-East Asia). For general
information, please contact Dr Pathompong Bodhiprasiddhinad,
Chairman of the Organising Committees (shpbp@mahidol.ac.th)
or Dr Pagorn Singsuriya (shpsi@mahidol.ac.th); for booking
a place, please write to Dr Sukhumpong Channuwong via
sukhumpong@hotmail.com
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